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mald. The other waa

the l:.rl“ of Darlington's

ueen. .
ngton himself waas ashore. But
women had been apending
abéard. 8o allent and swift

4 not know
our hands;
salling under
Earl's
ya Val-

la "B trea

ashore at
took the
ad dared
r talk, I
s that the
ad supposed

daughter or
Darlington, his
in Ignorance
reased her as
the ‘Earl

news I want to the chart
i Tuttle and Da Nova wers
. Thers 1 encountered freah
Tuttle frankly admitted to

me that he and De Nova and the rest

ing ths Sea Queen and not the Ks-
meraida. 1only had been fooled. They
had lured me Into the venture, be-
causs they needed me to handle the
veasel, none of them understanding
tulmlhlru.

When I domanded to know the rea-
son, Tuttle calmly informed me we
ware not bound for Peru, but to the
Antartic, Far In the frosen Bouth,
he had learned from an old ohart,
was a Spanish treasure galleon, the
Donna Isabel, In 1763, carryl A
hedrd of guld, the Donna Isabel had
lost hér way and become imbedded
iy @n loe flell. There, Trom a dis-
tance, on one of his whaling tripas,
Tuttle, himself, had seen her. And,
thither, to seize the ireasurs, we were
even pow speeding.

I'eonld do nothing hut maks the
beat of the asituation. Raealstance

t death., 1 sscured from Tuttle
De Nova a solemn pledge that
the two women should be treated with
reppect and should be set ashore at
the earliest moment it could be ar-

r s

it was arranged that Lady Darling-
ton should eat with us and that the
men Bhouid Keep away from her end

of the L
The afternoon De Nove was
from

pachay bridge as I smer
the companion,

1008, by A. C. McClurg & Co.)
CHAPTER 1.

had kndwn ail along they were board-*

At Jack Btevens, U.8 N.,
in The Chillan authorities
In & revolution that falled. My sole

there was {0 thraah a Chill naval
insulted a marvellously pretty girl

that time I,
Valparaiso.

touriet—the Earl of Darlington, whose

A secret service man from Peru,
whom he had persuaded to
then lay In port.

Was an scocentric old New

The second officer was Ds Nova, & SBouth

the vessel (capturing and
We boarded the ahip, easily

only two to come at me at
1 struck twice, laying open
bruts's scalp and dropping
#0 his head hung dangMng down

the body huddied
against the reil. [ almed to do as
well by Tuttle, but the descending
pin landed on his uplified arm, and
hefore 1 could draw back for another
blow the fellow at the wheel released
the kes and jumped at my back,
throtfling me with his hands as the
welght of his body erushed me td tho
planika.

Grasping the rall I half tors mysalf
looss, rising to ons knee, and struck
him twice madly in the face; but
others of the erew cams tumbling on
top of us, pinnipg me helplessly

down.

w all the work of a breathless
m t, and an I lay there, the knes
of & negro crunching into my ches
I saw De Nova spring to ths whes
and whirl it hard down, whils Tuttle,
hin loft arm dangling, his teeth aset
from pain, began jangling the bells
in the ne room. Scarcely had the
scho us when & atrange volee
halled sharply from out ths dense

-4
n

fom.

“Bteamer ahoy! What veasel (s
that

From my unocomfortable peaition I

‘oould perceive the astartled Tuttle

staring directly ahead of him (nto
the fog bank, haaltating as to what
courss to pursue. Then his nasal
volce answered: k

“Steam yasaht Cormorant, Panama
to Easter Island, for pleasure. Who
are you?'

H. M. 8. Victory, on erulse. Btand
by while we send & boat.”

A deep oath sprang to Tuttle's lips,
his fingers convulsively gripping the
rall. Then he appeared to rally, the
very intensity of his fear making &
new man out of him.

“Lively, lads; clear tha deck!™ ha
commandsd, harshly. *“Here, one of
you taks the wheel. Now, De Nova,
fool down into
- n o over him
with a gun. Two of you fellows carry
the bu.tl".‘.llll into the fo'castls;

povamdyp -

They were certainly expeditious
enough in my case, dragging me
bumpling down the steps and fiinging
me in betwesn table and bench with
& violence that made me groan. I
caught the Fllmmor of a stes] barrel
in Ds Nova's hand as he drew close
the sliding door.

“It was not nloes sing to de, Mon-
sleur Stephens,” he sald, not ill-nat-
uredly, "but, by gar, out ze farsity
row It was going to ba done, for I
shoot se piatol very good.”

*“That's all right, De Nova,” I re-
plied, realising my complete defeat
and holding no personal grudge
agninst him. “I don’t biame you. I've
made my play and have had enough.
May I alt up?”

He nodded carelessly, dropping the

and I barely
walked over to the port rail, observ-
ing- that wes Wwere along
theough & denss bank of log, w the

voloe of & -l:;n in !;'h foreorosa-
trema sounded denly.
“Hall, almost directly abead, sir.”
W ereaway ™ De Nova,
pasring anxiously forward. “I can
onsing."

n 3

“1 only ¢ t her through hole
in the fog, air, oma polat off the
waather-bow."

With & ewift-bound I was up the
ateps to the bm and beside the
secand officer, oasly determinsd
to ‘kasufife ocommand. Before he
chearly ml:du ‘n‘L presance

“Hol as she la” I sald
slefnly
wheal.

i

t..o" :;g tellow grasping the

.Da Nova whealed and faced me, his
b& o8 full of sudden anger.
:! %t.s_nun‘l“ he sxclaimed, so

stuttered. “I waa officer

L’

: our hul:da Dndul".ll.oor .
hWreatenad sternly, “an
L the deck. I'll take that grin off
our face, Da Nova, If you l'i;tllipl
Interference with me now.
understood quickly
phat 1 meant, and evidently had no
lish tor attacking me alone, for
ons swift, searching glance Into
fog he leaped down the steps
"hastlly aft. I knew he was
‘the backing of Tuttle, and
yrmed myself with a belaying pin,
peering  eagerly meanwhila for the
| 1 Yy n:f' and curasing the fellow
it the wheel for not holding her up
! jo the palnt directed. They came up
\ jogether, two steps at a time, Tuttle
| his anirt M-% and as they at-
) =mm ﬁh bridge Bill Anderson, the
g boatswain, swung himeelf out of
o hateh and started after them.
oked Rway, hth: ugly ftron pin
ed In my hand,
i ou'd better keep back™ Iwarned
reateniogly. “I'm ready to brain
¢ first man who attem

2

jeeking

ne.”
Tuttle stopped, hig jaws working

vagely, his eyes on mine.
."Wﬂl you promiss to keep quiet,
iir, an' let us get away out o' ™

“No!” wtubbornly, all my senses
vth'ilo at gight of his hateful
F.u. rll speak that ship yonder if
have to fight the orew of you siagle-
imnnded."t "
“Then fight, you cockerel!" roared
Inderson, and he pressod past the
oF them and’ at

s ne Midge, elsg

!

revolver back inte his jacket pooket,
yot with his black eoyes fastened
shrewdly on my face.

“*“Pis e bes' way to talk, mon-
sleur,”” pausing to listen to the min-
gled sounds without. “Sacre, I won-
der w'at se devil was up mow!' -

Wa both sat, breathing hard from
our late exertions, listening anxlously,
yot with vastly differing emotiona,
hope animating mes that this was to
prove a capturs, or, at least, that
some chance discovery by the officer
visiting us would result in the relsase
of the women below.
wad |n an agony of apprebension, the
full peril of his position clear before
him. My heart beat like a trip-ham-
mer, and I could ses beads of per-
spiration on his forehead.

We the bare feet of the hur-
rying sallors patter along the deck,
the strideat volos of Tuttle lasuing a
few final commands, and the faint
of oars In the water alongaide,
the ladder,

heart a8 I heard him

the mate's greet-
oould distinguish the sound of
voios, but not the words uttered,

prove mers putty under Tut-
tie's expert handling.
twe went down the eompan-
fon«steps together In apparently
amiable converse, and we could hear
the low murmur of volces as the crew
hung over the rall jesting with the
men-o'-war's men Iin the boat below,
My oyon met De Nova's In the semi-
darkneéss, and he grinned, showing his
teoth.
. mon-

csslng wer' dangero
slour,” he sald easily. "Ze ol' fox he
fool mat kid."”
I attempted no respo

already suficlently neavy from ap-
prehension. Oh, for just a word,
merely an opportunity to ery out our
story before it was forever too late!
De Nova must have felt the atrugyle
within me, for he stretched his legs
aoross the narrow passage lsading to
the door, and 1 saw his hand thrust

1 into his coat pocket.
by you betler not it, mon-
sieur,” he warned suleur. not here
jus' for ornament. .

I realized that clsarly emough, come«
prehending fully the recklesa dispo-

to toush gition of the man guarding me, Under-

néath hia genial veneer he waa one
to act upon ococasion, absolutely care-
less of result. Bo I walted In sl-
lence, my testh set hard, my bhands
clenc as the last ves of hope
oosed slowly out of me. oy were
5 thaiting in Tare 908 Tellowamib:
up ng rare owahip,
the officer clinging to the rall, his
foot on the v, while he com-
rhtol some story he had been relat.
W muoh gusto.
. we héard plainly the dip of

m gradually falnter in
on ihe

foot pattered
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nse, my mind

deck planks, Tuttle's voloe sounded
from the bridge, and the vessel began
throbbing to the steady chug-of the
screws. We were safely under way
agalnn pressing our sharp bow inte
the fog-bank. Unable to control my
woakness, I buried my face in my

T da kn

o not oW how long we sat
;l;onl motionless, De Nova

ankly at the vapor sweeping
the window, and I with head lowered
in depreasion. It was Tuttle him-
self, with one arm in an improvised
sling, who alld open the door of the
chart-house and looked Iln wpon ue.

“This is your watch yet, De Nova,”
he said shortly, “and 1 need to doctor
up my arm a bit. ‘You're a hard
hitter, Mr. Stephens” no trace of
anger In his voles, “but that's about
the last chance you'll have to kick up
a shindy on this vessel, You'll go
below, slr, an' stay there, unless we
happen lo need you."

stepped forth onto the open deck
In obedience to diis geature,

“Then I am no longer even in pre-
tended command, but merely your
prisoner.”

"Call it whatever suils you best™
he returned grimly. “The result will
ba the same in any case. We'll use
you up here If we nesd to, but we're
goin' to run this Doat to asuit our-
selves, an' until we get out o' these
waters you'll oblige me by ¥
below deck. That's the whols of It
g:;!: De Nova, what are you waitin’

“I sink maybe you say w'at was it
56 navy man wanted ™

Tuttle’s solemn countenasce broks
Into the semblance of a grin,

“Plug tobacco,” he announced,
mucking in his lips with sudden en-
Joyment of the joke, "“Gave me the
scare of my , but that's all It
amounted to. Been out crulsin' for
thres months, an’ the crew
mutiny for amokin' and chewin',
Nice, sociabls little chap they sent
over, too.”

As 1 sank down into the recesses
of n cushioned chair in the cabin, my
apirits at lowest obb, I gianoced up at
the telitale compase—we were al-
ready headed due south.

CHAPTER II.
Her Ladyship.

EXPERIENCED a restless
night, the earller hours
belng passed in nureing my
bruises, which were sxceed-
ingly palnful and more we-

rious than I had at first suppossd, and

the remainder lo toasing about In my
bunk, busisd with useloss thought and
valnly striving to discover some Way
out of our unfortunate situation, It
must bave besn cearly morning be-
fore 1 finally dropped off into a rest-
ful dose,

The vassel pitched abominably, and

this, In counnegtion with the nolses
overhead, the creak of woodwork
and the whistling of the wind, made
me aware of o change of weather for
the worse outside; yet those {u charge
of the deck succesded In operating
the yacht without ecalllng for my as-
sistance, Onoce 1 stols into the cabin
to observe the compass and found we
were holding falrly to the sourss set,
the boat's head only veering a trifle

. 1 heard sume

to the east of mt‘
one eating at the table In the neigh-
borhood of midnight, but did not vea-
ture forth to ask any questions.

1 sat down with the others at break-
fast, nothing bel sald or done to
indicate the trouble of the previous
evening, although I limped lnfully
as | crossed the oabin, and | notlced
that Lady Darlington glanced from
Tuttle's bandaged arm Into -J face
with mute inquiry. She had already
learned, however, the utter useless-

ness of asking questions, and Instead despa

made & brave, determined effort to
appear unconcerned and of good cheer,
Tuttle spoke but little, sxcept to

vior of the yacht dur-

II:l.nm‘l t 4 a alight att t
n . and a altempt lo
Ig‘lllll" by m’l".

to member of this crew of pirates;

He seemesd preoceu angwer!
her ladyship in monm’l‘l:g'lu. his eyen
listiess. 1 thought him worn out
from lack of sieep. When thv uncon-

nial party finally deserted the table

limped bagk Into my room for &
amoke, unscrewing the porthole so
a8 to gain a breath of fresh air. The
thout was overcast, the clouds
nf low and rapldly,
with a heavy sweall from the north-
ward, which sent us » ring for-
ward  and flung spuds of salt spray
inte my face as [ peered out at the
wild ploture,

I heard Dade clearing the table,
ot ring back and forth with his
1 and the rattle of dishes In the
pantry as he placed them In their
racks, Aspured that the main eabin
would be deserted by this time |
ventured fort ng to the furail-
ture to keep m being thrown off
my feet, intending to shove my head
out the companion-opening and thus
gain & glimpas of the deck. 1 was
already at the foot of the Jladder when
my ears caught the awish of akirts,
uull: turned lﬂ lnrpn.; to face Lady
Dar clinging desperately to
the back of a chalr,

As she oa t my eyes sha came
forward, hold hard to the table,
yet awaying not ungracefully to the
eccentric motions of the floor under-
foot, finally sinking upon the divan,
her hands extended toward me.

“Mr. Stephens,” she aald eagerly,
her soft volce trembling with smo-
tion, “I have been an ungrajsful
woman, and bhave come to ask Your
forgivensss.'

“lI do not understand,” I returned
In amasement, not even comprehsnd-
ing that her hands were hald out for
my taking., “You have done nothlng
to my injury."

“Ob, but I have, for I have mis-
judged you; 1 have hald you as =
have believed you part of the con-
spiracy to keep me prisoner, Now, at
Inst, I know the truth, and you ap-
r before me In your real character.

ma ashamed of mysslf, of
my aotions, my words. 1 can only
hope my mis Is not entirely be-
yond your pardon.”

“Most agsuredly not; every circum-
stance was agalnst me. My own
story sounded so impossinie when I
attampted to relats it to you in out-
line that I was actually ashamed of it
myself, and in despalr finally de-
permit you to belleve
whataver you pleased.”

in pledge of friandship?”

1 took them lastantly, bracing my-
mif beside the divan, gazing down
into her face, which remained uplified
to mine. All the previous constraint,
distrust, had completaly vanished,
She evidently felt no longer the alight-
est nesd of concealment, and the soft
giimmer of tears was plainly dia-
cernible In the gray eyes. Bo abso-
lute was her den abandonment of
pride and self-represaion that she ap-
pealed to me as a differant woan.

“1 wish you would inform me, Lady

t

Darll , how you dlscovered the
truth 7' I questioned, even yet doubt-
ful. “What has occurred to win me

your confidence so suddenly?

"“What happened on board last
night. I knew nothing about it until
& moment ago. Celests spoke to the
second officer whils he was At break-
fast alone. He is a creole, she tells
me, and can talk to her In French.
He told her something of the way In
which this voyage originated, and of
how treachsrously they entrap you
into thelr piratical scheme. he
related the story of last night—of
your effort to get us reloased, the fight
on the bridge and the subsequent visit
of the naval officer. Oh, If I bad only
known how close we were to rescue!"

Bhe withdrew her hands from my
clasp, pressing the soft palms to her
eyes In a almple gesture of supreme
ir.

“I feel now, Mr. Stéphens, that we
are doomed—doomed lo go on with
this terrible voyage to its end.,” she
continued, her volics low and tremb-
ling. "“Thess men will never permit us
to sponkk another vessei, if it can, pos-
albly be avolded The) are In too

— e e

ng desperate a stress to

risk of capture. I
fully and must learn

truth with all the courage I can mus-

ter. Even you are n
& prisoner in this

of valus to thoss In

not likely they will kesp me
below None

“You belleve you

10 command?" her K-Min; Mp at

me puddenly. *“Oh,
hope left!”

I hesitated, dreading to speak the
full’‘truth, yet mnﬁheﬂ that 1 pught

not ite decelve her.

“Locappot say ihat, Lady Darling- thread

ton. Thesse man. wrill
trainl and wl
We Are In wWa
sonubly safe
will mever trust me
me &

inal authority. I ¢

with quick, nervous

“1t ia mo strange.,” &

ing apparently to

no decp sefine of fear—p

I mean. The dread
which we are ia &
yet It seema unreal,

doubt the very terribleneas of It
my nerves,

paral
to think, to consider
our purroundin,
covery has beenh loo

of reallzation. My mind dwells upon

those Jeft behind, w
never know

our situation ls, yet

ptant uncertainty ls aven worse.” Hh
arose to her feet, and her face bright-
“Hut [ am not & coward

eak, 1 will sndeavor to cultivate thelr ae-
inspiration has q'l.ll."“lﬂ“-“

ened,
Stephens; not a w
woman, and fresh

been given me by the
I have on board one

cabin.”
“For the time being 1 am practically
under arrest,” I colncided;

edge 80 2008 As
where they feel rea-

boar
m pursult. But they wioh'yug in oppoxition to Tuttle's plan.

better than mere nom-
J percelve at pres-
ent no way of escape.”

Bhe did not move, her eyes
ered to the earpet, her-hands
tightly, her bosom rising and falllng c.’mﬂ on

The shock of dis-

Olaen,
what M:G' ”fh.m *lll: Nova, ‘.m' x to

munt be months, at the best, before
ocan relieve their anxiety. Dreadful as

add thus tothelr Bend!
understand this sl
to face the bitter '

so low as to breathe the
do_not :“?tmhcrmu& power
L no Yo
b B B e R
riy; “many a veasel has gons into
that ' sea. .and coms safely forth
again, It ja true I am not much aAs
compared with what you have left
bshind; yet, a0 lo
#hall never be utterly alone.”
Bhe leoked up Instantly, endeaver-
to amlle through the tears cling-

ow hélpless, also,

“yot 1 am
control, and it Is

B R——
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you Are A WOmAan, you
"y ot )n-
. i YOU SRSAR over the eyes.
- ean the blosd of
u&aﬁa;m# ‘bas Big Bill Anderson, his [
mpmotnmmmnww‘:&mxm“ )
drew a quick breath, bar lps, ' afe, -
e Kt o R
”#t' 1 am not anoept by the uz from the
adoption. 1 am ances- with for some Lime
try. could  hoar the muttering -
The frank I&l:‘ and see the
came ®o u 4 yot 1 t but nothing
quitk enough to tura it to good &0~ exoept nocanlonal
oURat. boatewain Anally wen
86 much the better. Tt draws @8 ing to a lifeline te
aven clowner, to be of the same bloed. the deck, and
I possess greater faith In the power officer clawsd aloag the
of  my own ocou en to et untllibe reached e
adversity bravely, But now let we oy 14 10
talk of other matters. No good ean oo .ﬂl‘ have talk |
result from Gwolling longer on the Mon ’I ephena,” ba sald, "
situstion in wlu:n. ‘vl “c‘unl.‘“ dmtl.‘vlu Yy, nwa to l:l:.wr
:‘::::Ilhm is nothing lo' 'a? e & .:-'_ AR X
It was not an sasy task to lead har 5 .
mind into other channels. The flarce | followed him
pitching of the vessel, tha diatant what could be

wounds of voloes on deck, all cop
od 10 defeat my purposs by remi
L“ her that we wo:a:l&?:
the greal sirges Nx-
Y,r'-t she endeavored bravely to ré-
spond Lo my thought, so,that, at last,’
our conversation drifted, almost nat-
urally, from (e marest commonpiate

§
i3

!'gé

his cap.
parcelve 11

m‘nm' m '

: exol of impressiogs 99

u“l::ﬁ.w'lrl‘:‘f;kloplol m:gn Intel- :"lﬂ? ml.o‘ ::- Dimeett, “wit
1 lerstand not to -

'm":‘{n :f‘ :Nl?l tn her f we talk it ov an’ decidn

awakening interegt In the discovery WP Dbeltah speak wix you ab
that & sailor could have read id.g' no%, before ze thire get
and reflectied clearly vpon sy or se men ard a0
supposed Lo belong sxclusively to the facta “'-J{' ugly.

eloct of earth. It was long wince [ out all r -q‘.
had been privileged to ait thus In It ain’t noe nice Job 1o
cordinl, unrestrained intercourse wilh xese
a cultured woman,’ and for the Limie “non!

being I forgot all except hor presengs. “A
d{h\doll ht of her velce, men lﬂ
“ﬂo mde'uﬂlubn charm of It u:’

abides with me still in memory, the

as 1 live, you fecting each

intell i l;f go KTAY oYyes m"mi‘l.: 1
uention my o
Smiling to some sally of Wit o etOFY e but
of humeor, the flush deepening on fellow ain't
cheeks, the awift, 1 He was me
of the hands. AL was
Thought begot t, of me Bea
rioted in careless and Nl 5, grive ne
unconsciously we opened up the whits
d uuurnmnm‘m r".““
had been friends for rurz-“ll-' 1t
than chance acqualntances .%

]
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soul,

We |“Ilﬂd in
ences, although I oonfess
temptation to quastion her

i
:

. : \id - har carlier life, s well her . o
will e returned ciaimad nastily.  -Bo weworthy, b lish She afforded me Ho dAngaire.
thers my [ife has not been in rough o©pportunity, or rather no exouss, “What
- s ome pigogs, and 1 am no ine, only a 00 ntly .1 sald nothing, for, [n man as

thoroughly disheartened woman. t
I am nlnquo try, Mr. Btephena, to
be brave. You spoke of hops & mo-
mant :':Iohygc mlln ttho leant
o may cling for com-
make nse-of my fortr"” .
“Only that I may discover among
hose on d some who will rally
aguin or yield' ; ger uny such falth is valn, but
thare are of your former
crew who might be trustworthy, and
I believe De Nova would prove him-
low- salif & manly fellow in emergency.”
“Do you know the names of tha

rl

"Nord, Olo:.ua'lunm. and the
engineer, McKnight.,"

She wrinkled her brows, sndeaver-

to recall the characteristios of

i 2‘* the men mentloned.

+ ““The enginesr ls thoreughly to be

mposaible. “"', depended on; he ls n London Beotoh-

Nk’ ;o on, rough, ertatic, but faithful, Ol

sen Is a Bwede, a shaggy fellow, yet

with.an ‘honest face, I would feel no
confidence In the others."”

“Then we might possibly Influence
MoeKnight, 4 possibly De
—yeoa, and there
{ !» a man we captured just as we wers

motting —little mu‘hnl;th!: best

. on which to bulld air-cas . Never-
to live in 0cn- iheleas, it will be well to ascertain
definitely where thess men stand. As
soon an 1 am fres to go on deok again

breathing.
T Toui
slcal fear,

ful situation

I cannot asem
the actuality of

t to parmit

befallen ma.

Mr.

ledge that  “Posalbly Celeste might Influsnce
%:1::4 whom 1 this Ds Nova; he ls tholo':omd officer,

may trust* s he not?”

" offer,” “Yos: 'a recidess but not
Intm l' :2?:“-'-'(. -'nmn u’rv! ‘without heart. It «ﬂ.l_-llir could do
you to the beat of my ability.” no_llurm for har to try,

“I know you wilL® her volee low, And s there nothing we can at-
but confident. *“In what direction 1 can do?

are we now salling ™
“Almost due south.”

tempt until then? Noth
plead ¥.
it was an unconsclous act, my tak-

Bhe shivered, her eyes still upon Ing her hands, yet somehow I had

my face.
" s
Tuttle's story ™

you Dbelleve

forgotten who she was and the social
this man barrier between us, thinking of her
;merely aa & woman o distress, fight-

“T hardly know what to belleve,” I- INg down the terrors in her heart and

confeaned frankly.

self ls a mystery to me,
sounds melodramatic an

posaible. Moreover,
varianca with all
of those reglons.

hred ‘to the wsea, are mooustomed to RO

miracles; and reall
difference what we
fuith of the crew Ia

C . Clinging to me for renewed strength
g m?.. s Hhe had evidently forgotten also, for
almost im- 8he made no resistance.

it 1= totally st  “Nothing, only that hardest of all
ublished oharts tasks—walting,'’ T answered, a depth
et we, who are ©f tenderness in my voice and man.
which 1 peglected to conesal.
y At makes mno ' EYeD now some aocident may ocour
believe, for the 'O bring releass, but we ourselves can
beyond question, 90 nothing for our own reliaf. Wa are

and they mean to take the Bea Queen DNeading IBto the most desolnte walers

to the spot indicated
“To sixty-six
mifhules south.”
Bhe glanced helpl
cabin, as though

“Oh,
Btephens! It
dream from which

It this were only some other vease] ®yes shadowed by
it would be eamier for me to realize
our predicament. But T have travel-

led 80 many miles w

It has heen my home, where I have

thus endeavorin
to realize where she was, and
future confronted her.

1 cannot, canmot
seems

of the globe, though even thera Provi-

degrees seventeen Uonce might send mome wandering

veassl aoroms our traack, or put lnto
our bands some weapon of defense.
While there is life there is hops, but
“d in the meantima there s nothing for
us buj to walt,”

8he did not attempt to anawer, did
not withdraw her hands, sliting there
in almost breathlesa silence, her sad
thelr drooping
lashes. When she finally spoke all
the life bad seemingly gone out of her
voloe.

“That Is the most diMcult task of

ecssly about the

masp 1t
& horrid
I must awaken.

ithin this cabin;

been mistress, surrognded by those all--mersiy to wait. Oh, if thers ware

I knew, svery object familiarly as-

sociated with soalal
that

I cannot comprehend that
Is changed—that | am now a prisoner

only something to ba acoomplished, 1
could retaln my courage.”
“You I trust you even in that task.”
“But If I fall, If I yield utteriy to

and. family life,
all

in the hunde of desperate men, being the fear within my heart?”

borne away Into & sea of ice, utterly

alone, utterly alore.™
‘Bhé sank

suagement of her
of my Preaence,

*You shall not,” my voles firm with
conviction. *“You shall find strengtn

k wpon tha divkn, her even to walt'
face buried In her hands, sohbin
withoyt effort at restraint,
not refrain from lending to the us-

“Oh, but you do not know me, Alr
I coulz ftephens; you do mnot comprehend
how weak I am."”
ef the mearness- - “My acquaintance has not been
bealde bor and loag, yot we learn quickly ia

such to keep

th, she was not omns wi

e
. 00

‘whom a comparative
\ly venture b
SR peeved e, ek, et
ushma;:y com Mo::ﬂq yot with
this she
ur'n which olearly drew the linke
!n;‘“ ‘nq we may have thus
versed | could mol say,
slipped by unnoted by either.
Celeste peeped mﬂ.:bout the end
inno, &
er black hair, bul ber mistress saw
her not. We were delviag into
fancinating oult of Hindu
s .I..-::: in the occult since
aperim
:u? sxcursion inte the realms
civilised life, when Mr. Tuttle su
denly nun%mn tha door of
panion, and eame scuttling n
steps. ‘The rapid
h;l'h; li:ﬁhgl oulﬂ‘!‘h the ugl
tha n—for tarpal
l.mu nntﬁh;g.:amu thodﬁllﬂt—
tially bli m, an
grr llmomut. the rall, star~
ing at us befors he recognised
we Ware.,
“Gom* to have a squall, of "
oame

n-.llz. 1
after some ollsking. t

He 'went directly inte his
room, which waa just across ‘frald, he
mine, and the moment he disappeared gome
Lady Darlington arose m the je
divan.

“We bhave oertainly been permit-
ting our thoughts widp range,
Atephens, and you have even
ceeded In luring me to forgetfulness
of lonsliness and L. I ean onlly
th;nh you with all & woman's gratl- up two hour, an'
tude*

She wanished amid the

g
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was it; sat was m
Well, he talk m o
blue

s
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vinlon,
steps,
great dropa raln urt
au‘;lnlt the forward windows of the
eablin.

sleur, » haunt
In Which De Nova Speaks. (i 0 B da o
HAT oecourred some days muoh:ubut mg.u“
later came upon us with Was. o say t
W such suddenness that I find §i'.‘c'£"3'i£"-"’.'uw hit.
it difloult 10 relate the in- e rall, ““: he sung out
cidenta In detall. We must us to make you look ‘round..
hava been below the fiftieth degres You will remember sat,
of south Iatitude and about one huns m" R‘I“‘l’d:"m;‘“..:ﬂ
dred thirty-five, degrees wesl, with ‘Rl he nol got mooch use w:'l .
the wind stropg and occasionally puff- ‘Monsieur Stephens,™ !P ml-'m..‘- I
ing up into squalls, bearing fakes ol!rhu:lllh{ grimly, “an a't ' Lo
of snow which stung exposed fesh ;‘. ”':.,. 'ﬁ: ::oh"' :"" X -
and left & thin mantle of white .Ion! you was knock’ out.
the decks. Thers was no ke in sight, hell! Ho"!’ntm‘
WAz 20 r on me
and we were hﬂm““;: :.:l' “:3:: t not do for ua lose bose.
recfod canvase, the yaeo ing w'y Bill he care; he not want
as the bLreeze freshened, until the zis sen; by gar, non! W
smother cams tearing past within a W!ile you go below, an' sen ae

foot of the lve rail. The sky overhead ficer did se awfuless sing ever
was cloar, the alr cold and nipping, on ¢ ship, He busied isle =

a4 denge clowd of fog hanging just o'style, monsieur, wizewt any invite-/
above the water to the soutbwest, from any wman Jack o' ‘sm, ) e
and the ummistukable blink of iee plumped down on his ka... by 2
stralght alwad, der's bunk, an’' begun pray,
It wis Tuttle's watch below, and as diew, I vonder soy net
I puused jn the protéction of the com- Larses come owt, an w
pantonway looking forward, while | to take him oy b“"h m
gt my pipe golug, 1 could see La time till we dump him in
Novie on tbe bridge, wraped up |51;1 cabin. He nol fAght, he b
A mumiy and crouching well dowy Sainte Mariel lll.Im‘l
benind the tarpaulins. Tae decks tWwen ey lalk, an' sak §

watch were grouped under the overy Paused

hang of the forecastle, stamping iy ¥
feet and threshing their bt 4



